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LErTER TO A SOCIETY OF UNIVERSAL- 
ISTS IN GLASGOW : 


printed by request of a Kindred Society, meeting al 
ihe Philadelphia Chapel, Windmill-Street, Fins- 
bury Square. 

vy dear Friends, Fellow-Christians, and Fellow- 
Countrymen, 


Your letter cheered my heart, and gladdened 
my spirit: little did I think, some years back, 
when on a visit for the recovery of my health, 
that the mist of mental darkness, which then ob- 
scured the religious hemisphere of my native 
country, would have been in any measure dispel- 
ied in my time; but I may now say, what hath 
God wrought! “ The people that sat in darkness, 
have seen a great light.” You desire to know 
our thoughts on the great salvation and recon- 
ciliation of all things by Jesus Christ our Lord, 
and I shall give them unreservedly, as, I believe 
no part of the counsel of God need be concealed. 
That we are Universalists, you have heard; but 
we are not in this respect followers of Relly, nor 
Winchester, nor any other ; calling no man mas- 
ter but Christ. “You are at a loss to conceive 
how we can coalesce the Doctrine of Universal 
Salvation, with the unequivocal declarations of 
future punishment.” With respect to future pun- 
ishment, we cannot see how it can conduce to 
the restoration of man to happiness; and the 
passive state of the creature in the hands of his 
Creator, forbids its admission. Pain and afflic- 
tion, as necessarily connected with the disorder- 
ed state of sinful human nature, comports with 
the kindness and love of God, which appeared 
towards men, in sending his only begotten Son 
to deliver us from every evil, to which we are 
heirs by a corrupt and unclean birth from Adam. 
As creatures, our relation to God and his destina- 
tion of us, is of the last importance : “ We live, 
we move, and have our being in Him,” which 
must imply our entire dependence on him, as 
much as the clay on the will and work of the 
Potter. When put forth by the hand of our Cre- 
ator in the figure or image of Him that was to 
come, we soon became marred, and broken, not 
unexpectedly of God, though ignorantly as it res- 
pected man; here the heavenly Potter manifested 
no anger against the clay, but took it up again, 
making it another vessel, according to his will 
and wisdom, to bear his own true image and sim- 
ilitade in another Adam, the Lord from Heaven: 
this is the true ground of redemption ; for what 
can deliver man from this state of destruction, 
but a real change and renovation of nature, 
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which can be effected only by another birth. 
Now no birth, whether earthly or Heavenly, can 
be produced without a seed ; for as is the seed, 
such the body: “ For God giveth to every seed 
its own body ;” that which is born of the flesh, is 
flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit, is Spi- 
rit ; the flesh profiteth nothing. Hence the neces- 
sity of Christ, the quickening Spirit, the true ce- 
lestial Seed, which, if God had not left us, (or 
rather reserved,) we had been as Sodom, and as 
Gomorrah : that seed was Christ, who, in love to 
our fallen nature, took flesh of our flesh, marry- 
ing our widowed state, that he might raise up Seed 
to him who had died childless, as commanded by 
the law of Moses, Deut. xxv. 6,7. But, as that 
which is sown is not quickened, except it die, 
the death of Christ was necessary, that our old 
man might be crucified with bim, and quickened 
together with him as one new map, so making 
peace. It is thus we have redemption in his 
blood, even the taking away of our sins. Every 
thing here is uniform, and applicable to the great 
purposes of our benevolent Creator and Saviour ; 
no vindictive Judge, no appeasing advocate, but 
God in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, 
by bringing the creature out of its own wrathful 
state ; and in the same way in which it became 
involved. “In Adam all die, in Christ shall all be 
made alive :” but we must not merely be raised 
from the dead, we must also be the conscious en: 
joyers of the blessing, which can only be, by be- 
ing first made sensible of our want. If a feast is 
previded, the guests must not only be invited, 
but prepared by hunger and thirst, or all the pro- 
vision would be in vain. He who in his bounty 
made the banquet, in his righteous judgment will 
restore the tone of the Spirit to hunger and thirst 
after righteousness : “ He will pour out upon them 
the spirit of grace and supplication, and they shall 
look on him whom they have pierced, and mourn.” 
No punishment, short or protracted, can effect 
this, were it even for a thousand Jubilees. Sin is 
a disease, that can be removed, only by means 
suited to its nature. What can give sight, but 
opening the blind eye? What can give hearing, 
but unstopping the deaf ear? In short, as the 
whole frame is disordered, it must be made new. 
Renovation, what Paul the apostle calls a new 
creature, or creation, was the objeet sought after, 
but never found in the law, which made nothing 
perfect. In that, the ministration of death was 
exhibited, but not without a shadow of good things 
to come. The deepest offences were not to excite 
hatred in the breast against a brother ; no torture 





or !engthened suffering to be inflicted on the great- 
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est criminal; the execution was quick, though aw- 
ful, nor was the malefactor to hang on the tree, 
though accursed, beyond the going down of the 
sun ; be must be buried the same day, and not re- 
main an object of defilement or abhorrence. Shall 
we look for greater severity under the dispensa- 
tion of life, because the same imagery is employed 
in describing the judgments that our Lord came 
to execute? Surely not. The Lord, by his pro- 
phets, used similitudes of earthly things, to express 
Heavenly, as best suited to the limited capacity 
of man. Jobn, the precursor of Christ, began his 
ministry in the same figurative language: ‘“ The 
axe is laid to the root of the trees ; every tree that 
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and 
cast into the fire.” So the separation of the chaff 
and the wheat, which grew together until the har- 
vest, when the one was to be gathered into the 
garner, but the other to be burned with fire un- 
quenchable : a figure taken from the alter of sin, 
or burat-offering, on which the perpetual fire, con- 
suming the flesh of the victims slain in sacrifice, 
taught the daily lesson, that thus the body of sin 
must be abolished, and renewed in spirit. The 
same truth is evangelized by Paul, a minister of 
the New Testament, (not of the letter that killeth, 
but the Spirit that giveth life,) in those remarkable 
words, “ Knowing this, that our old man was cru- 


cified with him, that the body of sin might be des- 
troyed.” The same sublime truth is taught by our 
Lord, in the very figures of the law, “ Every one 
shal! be salted with fire, and every sacrifice shall 


be salted with salt.” Jt was strictly enjoined to 
offer salt with all their sacrifices, the best image 
of incorruptibility, to show that, although the wa- 
ges of sin is death, yet there is the preserving 
principle of life and purification, to witness that 
God has no pleasure in the death of the sinner, but 
rather that be should turn and live. Our Lord saw 
no corruption ; “ for in him was life, and the life 
was the light of men ;” and had he not mingled 
with our fallen nature, we must have lain for ever 
under the power of death, having no life in us: 
bat as God first breathed life into Adam, before 
Eve was taken from his side, or any of his pro- 
geny were broaght into manifestation, even so, 
hath he given to us eternal life in another Adam, 
to be enjoyed in the ages vet to come ; for there 
must be a conscious possession of the inheritance. 

When God preached the Gospel to Abraham, it 
was absolute, and universal: “ Blessing, | will 
bless, and multiplying, I wii multiply thee ; and 
io thee, and in thy seed, shall all nations (Gen- 
tiles, as well as Jews,) be blessed.” But, first lis 
seed was to be a stranger in Ezypt four hundred 
years; to groan, being burthened ; to bear the 
badge and yoke of slavery ; yet, although fast 
bound, as with fetters of brass and iron, it was 
not possible for the promise of God to fuil, or the 
time of their deliverance to be protracted one 
day beyond the period that he had fixed ;—the 
same day, accordiug to the testimony of Moses, 
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did God bring Israel out of bondage by the blood 
ofthe lamb. To mark that wonderfal event, \. 
commanded the month Abib, or Nisan, to be Ge 
beginning of months, seven of which completed 
their sacred year, ending with the month Tizri, 
or Ethanim, in which, the great mystery or secre 
of God was consummated. The solemnities 9; 
this instructive month began with its first day 
Lev. xxiii. 24, “In the seventh month, on the 
first day of the month, ye shall have a Sabbar), 
even a memorial of blowing of trumpets, and , 
holy convocation, or calling.” I cannot hel; 
thinking that this day had an aspect to another 
eventful period, noticed by Paul, in his Epistle 
to the Corinthians: “The trumpet shall sound, 
and the dead shall be raised.” But great as this 
day was, it was rather the beginning, thau tie 
consummation of the judgments of God. A loys 
and solemn pause intervened, from the first, to 
the evening of the ninth day, when every man 
was to afflict his soul: this affliction was to be ay 
act of the mind, from a deep sense of their trans. 
gressions, to be brought in review before them 
on that all-important day that was approaching 
On that momentous day all labour was to cease, 
to show, that the act was of God, and not of may 
it was a day of atonement, or covering, to show 
the riches and mercy of God to all flesh in bon. 
dage ; looking forward to & day appointed for 
judgment and separation, in which assembled 
and astonished nations shall stand before the 
Judge of all the earth, in mute subjection to bis 
tighteous decision, and be taught the humbling 
lessun of self-abasement and abhorrence, the best 
preparation in the divine hand for the grateful 
celebration and enjoyment of the appointed feast, 
which shall be for all nations: first, for Israel ; 
but not exclusively, for it is commanded, Deut 
xiv.29, “ And the Levite, which hath no part or 
inheritance with thee, shall come, and the stran 
ger, and the fatherless, and the widow, which are 
within thy gate shall cat and be filled, because 
the Lord shall bless thee in all the works of thy 
hand.” On the tenth day (which, in Hebrew, in- 
tends riches,) was the expulsion of sin in the 
goat, bearing the maledictions of all the people 
on his accursed, or devoted head ; and when thus 
separated from them, they were to stand pure 
before Jehovah ; for no shade of sorrow must 
damp the joy of the concluding festival. Most 
not the parable of the sheep and the goats, as put 
forth by our Lord, have here its solution? Ii te- 
ken in the letter, awarding to men according to 


| works, reward, or punishment, of future, and end- 


less duration, it will obscure the brightest gem in 
the diadem of Christ, “who, for the suffering of 
death was crowned with glory and honour, ba- 
ving, by the grace of God, tasted death for all.” 
Our Lord said, “ The words that I speak unto 
you, they are Spirit, and they are life ;” but, by 
false interpretation, they have been made con- 
demnation, and death. The whole ministry of 
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-peist was that of reconciliation, and every thing 
ader the dispensation of Moses must correspond 
rerewith: it is ouly when Moses thus tures to 


the Lord, that the veil is removed from his face 
When God summoned all the mates of Isracl, the 
third and last time in the year, it was to behold 

“ judgments, in cutting off their sins by his 
word and by his fire; and from the tenth day to 
we fourteemth, they had to ruminate on, and re- 
count the abundant mercies of their Heavenly 
Father, in having separated their transgressions 
from them, never more to appear against them. 
Un the fourteenth, the feast was to commence ; 
and, according to enlightened Jewish Rabbies, 
the seventy bullocks that were thea offered, were 
for the seventy nations, or tongues, which God 
had divided ; and the diminution of one bullock 
every day, from the fourteenth to the twenty- 
first, the last day of the feast, they say, intended 
the subjection of the nations to the dominion of 
Messiah. Here humiliation and aflliction answer 
a glorious purpose in the economy of God, work- 
ing, according to his wisdom, a far more exceed- 
ing and eternal weight of glory. 

There must be a day, yet future, to bring every 
thought into judgment, when those that sleep in 
the dust shall awake ; for the Scriptures do not 
sem to countenance the popular doctrine of an 
intermediate state of conscious existence between 
jeath and the resurrection, but glance from the 
ne to the other, as only a moment. “ ‘This mor- 
ial shall put on immortality.” Death must be a 
reality, or eternal life cannot be a gift from God, 
aod therefore, cannot be merely a separation, for 
s short time, of soul and body, to be again united, 
vhich would supersede the necessity of a resur- 
rection, especially a resurrection depending on 
Christ. “If Christ is not risen, then is there no 
resurrection ;" is the doctrine of Paul: and again, 
“ When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, we 
shall appear with him in glory.” 1 am aware this 
is particularly applicable to the clect, as first- 
traits, who love his appearance, and will wel- 
come his coming ; while others, whe know not 
God, nor obey (or believe) the Gospel of Christ, 
will dread his presence, which will be to them 
flaming fire, rendering vengeance, “the day of 
vengeance of our God ;” “ yet to comfort all that 
moutu,” Isa.lxi. 1. The fearful and unbelieving, 

as well as the liar and unclean, must have their 
part in the lake that burneth with fire, which is 
the second death, Rev. xxi. 8. If death and hell 
(Hades or Scheol) are to be cast into the lake of 
fire, it must be for their destruction and termina- 
tion, and cannot intend their perpetual and end- 
less duration ; so that whatever is cast there, 
must be to the same end ; to finish, to consume, 
and consummate, by power and love, uatil every 
enemy become the willing subject of Christ, and 
bow the knee in his sacred name. ‘Thus, my dear 
Iriends, | have attempted to place before you, the 
View that I, and those who form our Syciety, have 
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of the dispensations vi God, free from that gross 
and grovelling doctrine of limited, or eternal tor- 
ment, more calculated to estrange the heart from 
God, than to excite to reverence and thankful 
submission, which, as a merciful and compassionu- 
ate Parent, are ever due to him. 

[ am not sanguine in my expectations, that this 
glorious testimony will ever be popular in the 
world, though its witnesses may increase. [ fear 
but little good can arise from controversy, as it 
too often engenders wrath ; “and the wrath of 
man worketh not the righteousness of God,” 
though he can make it to praise him. 

You regret that there is not a periodical publi- 
cation to disseminate the knowledge of Universal 
Restoration, according to our sentiments. We 
have not men of literary talent or worldly wis- 
dom, to conduct a work that would arrest public 
attention: “the children of this age are wiser, in 
their generation, than the children of light ;” and 
the means which they pursue, are adapted to the 
plan and spirit of the world, to gain popularity 
and the praise of men. The servant of the Lord 
is not intent on making proselytes to systems or 
creeds, formed by human ingenuity, and often 
by ignorance, but being ready to give to every 
man that asketh, a reason of the hope that is in 
him, would commend himself to every man’s con- 
science in the sight of God, waiting patiently for 
the coming of Christ. 

I fear you will think me tardy in answering 
your kind and Christian letter, but the avocations 
of business occupy my time, and often ineapaci- 
tate me for a due discharge of the obligations I 
owe to my obliging correspondents. I must 
throw myself, aud this imperfect performance, on 
your indulgenee. Our friends here offer brotherly 
love and congratulation to you, and all who have 
obtained like precious faith, praying, that we may 
stand in the hope of our calling, firm to the end. 
I send you a few books, and will look out for 
those you want, and give you their prices in a fu- 
ture letter. My friend, and fellow-labourer, Mr. 
Rooks, accompanies this with a letter and a 
pamphlet, Pray give my love and best wishes to 
my much respected frieud, and your minister, 
Mr. N. Douglass. 1 am sorry that his writings 
go otf so slowly here, though I think they have 
considerable merit: however, | know that his 
spirit rises above disappointment on this account, 
having respect to the gracious recompense of re- 
ward beyond the present perishing world. 

Believe me to be, in the bond of peace, 
Yours, sincerely, J.B 
London, Sept. 16, 1818. 
= 
For tne Gosret Henan. 

Mr. Evsror,—Sir, In reading your 44th Num- 
ber, under the head “ Licentiovs Doctrine,” 1 
am lead to make the following inquiries. First, 
What danger are we liable to in consequence of 
Adam's transgression, or our own’ If you ane 
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swer, eternal, then Task, Are we, or are we not, 
delivered from this consequence by virtue of that 
sacrifice which was offered, and accepted, for us, 
or in our stead? If you answer, No, not elernal, 
then I ask, What has Christ delivered us from ? 
You quote Paul's declaration, “ The wages of sin 
is death.” 1 presume, meaning temporal death. 
Did Christ deliver us from temporal death? I 
think not. The conclusion, I think, is, Christ 
stands in our room and stead, whatever licentious 
use may be made of it. He who has been taught 
by the Spirit, is far from making a licentious use 
of this doctrine. By giving your views more at 
large on the subject, you will oblige 
A friend, and subscriber, 
ANSWER. 

To 8. P.’s first interrogatory, we say, Our cor- 
respondent's conclusion, that Christ did not de- 
liver us from femporal death, wants no proof. It 
is certain. Now, if temporal death (the dissolu- 
tion of our earthly tabernacle,) is an eri/, it is no 
less evident that it is an evil from which there is 
no redemption. dll die. We, however, do not 
regard the death of the body as an evil, but as a 
good. Solomon expresses our view, when he 
says, “ Better isthe day of death, than the day of 
one’s birth.” The greatest evil, in our estima- 
tion, is sin. If sin was not attended with conse- 
quences destructive to the happiness and welfare 
of the sinner, it would not be a great evil. We, 


S. P. 


therefore, say, “ The danger we are liable to in 


consequence of Adam's transgression,” is,emphat- 
ically, SIN! The consequence of sin, to the sin- 
ner, is death! ‘To be carnally minded is death ; 
but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.” — 
Will S. P. contend, that for a man to be carnally 
minded, he must be eternally (or endlessly) damn- 
ed, or tormented? Cannet a man be carnally 
minded fo-day, and spiritually minded to-morrow ? 

We answer S. P.’s question, “ What has Christ 
delivered us from ? thus—“ His name shall be 
called Jesus, (Saviour,) for he shall save his peo- 
ple from their sins.” Again, “ Behold the Lamb 
of God, who taketh away dhe sin of the world.” 
We entreat S. P. to remember, that God has no 
disposition to torment mankind. God never sub- 
jected mankind to any law, the violatien of 
which exposed the sinner to eternal (or endless) 
death or misery ! 

Again. We request S. P. to recollect this— 
“To be carnally minded is death.” Not to die 
temporally. 

S. P. is requested to answer to the following— 
If “ Christ stands in our reom and stead,” or suf- 
fers for, and instead of, us, then, is not the decla- 
ration, ‘ The soul that sinneth it shall die,” (be- 
come carnally minded,) perfectly nugatory ? May 
not aman sip as much as he pleases, and not ex- 
perience any evil consequences from wrong- 
doing ? Does it not likewise, follow, that God is 
not concerned that mankind should sin, but sent 
his son to “ suffer in their room and stead,” that 
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| they may continue in sin without suffering? |, 
possible for Christ to have suffered in the « room 

and stead of mankind, the consequences of thei, 

sins,” and mankind ever suffer at all, in ANY possi. 

ble manner, any inconvenience on account of 

their sins ? 

To conclude. We believe sin will produce the 
same consequences now, that it ever did. T),, 
Christ never came, nor ever will come, to say, 
mankind from any punishment denounced againy 
them by God, for their transgressions. God is 
JUST! He will perform all he has promised 
and inflict all the punishment he has threateneg 
“ The soul that sinneth it shall DIE!” And whey 
countless ages have rolled away—when the reaij. 
ties of eternity shall have measured, to finite cop. 
ception, an eternal round, “ the soul that sinngs), 
it shall die.” 

To S. P., and all others, we say, “ SIN is the 
only thing in the universe to be dreaded. «G \» 
1s Love.” He is to be feared with the filial fear 
of children to the best of parents. Sin is the 
cloud which intercepts the smiles of his cour:. 
nance, and hides his glories from blinded may 
“In his presence is fulness of joys. At his righ 
hand are pleasures for evermore.” 

— 
To our Methodist Friends, Greetine 

I have read your celebrated Dr. Adam Clarkes 
Sermon from the following text—* Sirs, Who! 
must Ido to be saved?” And as Dr. C. has deci 
ded that man cannol do any thing, and has omitted 
telling what he must do, you will confer a favou: 
by answering this question, &c. 1 must confess 
I was never more disappointed in any work | ey. 
erread,thaninthissermon. There is much show 
of learning, and very little argument! And, 
strange to tell, Dr. C. was weak enough to intro- 
duce quotations from pardons granted by the king 
of England to offenders, to prove that God's mercy 
and benevolence is no ground for us to expect sal- 
vation!!! Dr. C. was crafty in this busivess. He 
knew too much of the Scriptures to go to thea 
for testimony! Therefore, he, as a last resort, 
rummaged among the papers of the king of Eng- 
land! This may be good authority with some ol 
Dr. C.’s admirers ; but we shall give the preter- 
ence to the papers of the King of Heaven ! 

D. C. introduces, under five heads, what be 
calls the opinions of men, as ways by which sal- 
vation can be obtained. The fifth is the way, we 
presume, of Universalists. At least, Dr. C. in- 
tended it should be. When this very passage was 
discussed in Rose-Street, Dr. Covel presented me 
one evening with a written copy of Dr. Clarke's 
Afth head, word for word, as follows, (with the ex- 
ception of the word “ffth,”) “The opinion, 
which is by far the most plausible, is this: that 
God, through his own mere benevolence, may pet 
don sin, purify the soul, and confer everlasting 
bliss; and, therefore, to the sincere inquirer in 





the text it may be said, God is a Being of infinite 
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»nerolence : trust in bis goodness, endeavour to 


jive soberly and virtuously for the future, and 
jonbt not that be will take you at last to his eter- 


-a| gory.” See Sermon, p.21. Dr. Covel wish- 
ed to know “if this was not our faith /” I gave 
-» the following as our faith. ((7 Isa. xliv. 22, 

i have blotted out, asa thick cloud, thy trans- 

errssions, and as a cloud thy sins ; retarn unto me 
for [have redeemed thee.” Dr. Clarke will have it 
that God's “ benevolence and mercy in, or through, 
Christ,” and benevolence and mercy in iéself, are 
wwo things! Dr. C. represents what he calls “ an- 
cieut and modern Restitutionists,” as believing in 
‘emendalory INFERNAL punishments.’ Now we 
agree with Dr. C. in this particular, that punish- 
ments inflicted on mankind in a Hell of incon- 
ceivable misery, in a future state, would be in- 
fernal in the proper sense of the word!!! It ap- 
pears that Dr C. with all his learning, (and he is 
a very learned man,) never learned the doctrine 
held by Universalists. Reader, Dr. C., afier de- 
ciding that suffering can never atone for one sin, 
aitempts to prove that the sufferings of Christ are 
enficient to afone for the sins of the whole world! ! ! 
Where the Doctor's eyes were when he wrote his 
sermon we cannot tell. And blind indeed must 
that man be, who can read this sermon and not 
be struck with its inconsistencies and contradic- 
tions 

Dr. C. in his 11th and 12th pages, fixes on, 
what he calls, the “ original law.” This isa large 
sone in his superstructure. And, after talking 
very positively, in his last page says, “ the law, 
&e. was most probably this !” 

In page 9, Dr. C. declares roundly, “ God 
threatens death, temporal and eternal, to the 
breach of his law.” As Dr. C. has not done it, 
we will thank any of his adherents who will in- 
form us what chapter and verse contains this 
threatening. We never read it in the Bible. 

Dr. Clarke, in page 18, would have the reader 
consider his declarations as sufficient, we pre- 
sume, without quoting from Scripture, to prove 
that sin and suffering continue to exist in a future 
mode of existence posterior to the present. It is 
remarkable, that in this long sermon Dr. C. 
quotes but very little from the Bible. There are 
other books which answered bis purpose better / 
From them he selected testimony to support the 
gospel! Now we challenge all Dr. C.'s adherents 
to produce one word from the Scriptures which 
declare, that one of the hyman race will sin or 
suffer in another mode of existence. 

In page 22, Dr. C. says, “ Should it be said 
that, because God is infinitely good, therefore we 
may expect that he will save sinners, from this 
consideration alone: I answer, that God is infin- 
itely just, and therefore we may expect that he 
will, on that consideration, show merey to no 

man’ Now, the argument in the one case is pre- 
cisely as good and as strong as the other; because 
the justice of God that requires him to punish 


sinners, is equal to his mercy, which requires him 

to save them. And this argument is sufficient to 

show, that the exercise of the mere benevolence 

of God is no ground to hope that he will save 

sinners: for, humanly speaking, considering the 

apostate condition of this sinful world, and the 

multiplied rebellions and provocations of men, it is 
more natural to suppose, that, if any attribute of 

God can be exercised exclusively of the rest, it 
must be, in this case, his justice ; and, if so, the 

destruction of the whole human race must be ine- 

vitable.” Reader, this is the essence of the great 
Dr. Clarke’s wisdom! Let us examine it. If 
God were to act from infinife goodness alone, he 
would save all men. If he were to act from in- 
finite justice alone, he would save none, but damn 
all! Now, according to this, there is no justice 
in goodness, nor goodness in justice!!! Again. Dr. 

C. admits, that infinite goodness (and we think 
there can be no greater nor better goodness than 
this,) requires God to save sinners, and infinite 
justice requires God to torment sinners! Conse- 
quently, goodness and justice are at swords’ points ; 
at open and infinile war! Now, wonderful to re- 
late, Dr. Adam Clarke is of opinion, that Univer- 
sal damnation is more likely to happen, than Uni- 
versal salvation! This is Dr. Clarke's opinion. 
The reader, we think, will be surprised beyond 
measure, to learn, that this very Dr. Adam Clarke, 
in his Commentaries, defining the original word 
translated just, in the Scriptures, makes it synon- 
ymous with goodness, benevolence, kindness, mercy, 
&e.!!!!!! Reader, when Dr. C. wrote this ser- 
mon, he forgot all about his Commentaries. If 
Dr. C. had been as crazy as any man in Bedlam, 
he could not have expressed himself more ab- 
surdly. Ah, itis hard work to support error.— 
The Dr. worked and tugged at a great rate, and 
dies, by one blow, from a weapon of his own 
sharpening ! 

Dr. C. will have it, that Christ was a sacrifice 
to Divine Justice—that God required the sacrifice 
of Christ. “That as the sacrifice of Christ was 
required to take away the sin of the world, we 
may rest assurea that it was proper to accomplish 
that end; that God, in the claims of his justice 
and mercy, is perfectly pleased with that sacri- 
fice,” p. 28. But the Dr., however, does not be- 
lieve that the sin of the world will be ever taken 
away. He made out to get justice and mercy to 
@gree upon saving the world, notwithstanding 
justice wanted to damn the whole! Paul, not Dr. 
C., says, (Heb. x.) of Christ, “when he cometh 
into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering 
thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared 
me: In burnt-offerings and sacrifices for sin thou 
hast had no pleasure: Then said 1, Lo, I come, 
in the volame of the book it is written of me, to 
do thy will, OQ God.” This same Paul says, it is 
God's will that “ all men shall be saved, and come 
unto the knowledge of the truth.” Christ came 





to save eli men, It wes God's will that Christ 
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should save all men. But Dr. C. will have it, 
that infinite justice requires the destruction of the 
whole. We should like to know where Dr. C. 
found this kind of justice. It appears that Christ 
came in opposition to Dr. C.'s justice ; and that 
God's will is contrary to Dr. C.’s justice likewise. 
This justice will remain on the Dr.’s hands. 

In page 29, Dr. ©. says, “ And, as these suffer- 
ings, &c. took place in human nature, and were 
undergone on account of all those who were par- 
takers of that nature, therefore they were suffi- 
cient to make atonement for the sins of the whole 
world ; and are to Divine Justice, infinile reasons, 
why it should remit the sins of those in whose 
behalf these sufferings, &c. were sustained. When, 
therefore, a sinner goes to God for mercy, he 
goes, not only in the name, but with the sacrifice 
of Christ : this he offers, by faith, to God ; that is, 
he brings it with the fullest confidence, that it is a 
sufficient sacrifice and atonement for his sins ; and 
thus he offers to Divine Justice an infinile reason 
why his sins should be blotted oul.” Reader, who 
will you believe ? God, or Dr. Clarke ? God says, 
“Return anto me, for | have redeemed thee.” 
Not, /f you will return unto me, I will redeem 
thee! Dr. C.’s infinite justice will give him trou- 
ble. According to Dr. C. there are “ infinite rea- 
sons” (pretty sfrong reasons these,) “ why Di- 
vine Justice should remit the sinner's sins.” But 
it seems, that, although these “infinite reasons” 
exist, why the sinner should be pardoned and 
made happy, &c. and a “ sufficient sacrifice” has 
been made to justice for the sinner’s sins, (and it 
must be a greut sacrifice indeed, when justice de- 
manded the destruction of the whole world,) still 

justice will damn the sinner endlessly! And this, 
reader, when justice is satisfied—the atonement 
an ficient, and God pleased * 

Reader, Dr. C. as if determined that he would 
never be outdoue in inconsistency and absurdity, 
in page 32, declares, “‘ Hypocrites, pretenders to 
holiness, and Antinomians of all sorts, have no 
interest in this sacred doctrine ; they neither know 
its nature, nor power; before such swine, God 
will not have his pearls cast; they are of their 
father the Devil, for his lusts they will do. Let 
not the doctrine suffer on their account; they 
have neither /ot nor part in this matter; if they 
hold this (ruth in their creed, they hold it in un- 
righteousness.” But, for all this, reader, there are 
« infinite reasons,” why these persons, whom Dr. 
C. compliments so highly, should have a “ part 
and lot in this matter.” And Dr. C. says, of the 
believer, that “he brings it (Christ's sacrifice,) 
with the fullest confidence that it is a sufficient 
sacrifice and atonement for his sins ; and thus he 
offers to Divine justice an infini’e reason why 
his sing should be blotted out.” Now, according 
to Dr. C. “there are infinite reasons why men's 
sins should be blotted out,” and, notwithstanding 
these “ injinile reasons,” Divine justice damns 
the sinner for ever!!! One thing is certain; if 


there are “infinite reasons why the sinner’s sins 
should be blotted out,” there cannot exist « in. 
finite reasons” why they should not be blotted 
out! Dr. C. dealt at wholesale in ingnities 

The case appears to stand thus :—Dr. Clarke is 
so much better than his neighbours, that there a» 
“ infinite reasons” why his “ sins should be bio). 
ted out.” At the same time, he acknowledcs 
that he can merit nofhing—Divine justice js gay. 
isfied : and Dr. C.'s wicked neighbours, who, op 
the score of merit, are as deserving as himself, 
and who are redeemed with an atonement Which 
satisfies Divine justice, and for whom, « infin), 
reasons” can be adduced, why they should £0 to 
Heaven, are sent to hell! What for? To satis, 
Divine justice? No! Dr. C. declares that is s,:. 
isfied ? Because they are sinners? No! Dr. C. q 
serts that “infinite reasons” exist, “ why their 
sins should be bloited out.” Why then are they 
sent to an eternal hell? Ans. To please Dr. Adam 
Clarke!!! Wecan conceive of no other reason, 
even on Dr. C.'s own premisses, and their ep. 
elusions. It is well for mankind, that Dr. Clark, 
is as impotent in power, as he is cruel aud reveny,. 
ful in principle ! 

Dr. C. in page 12, speaking of God's law, says, 
“ No being is capable of fulfilling such a law, - 
less its nature be entirely pure and holy: tie 
slightest degree of moral imperfection, the salle 
irregularity of passions or appetites, would taint 
the required sacrifice; and mar and ruin the sr- 
vice.” In page 32, Dr. C. contends that believers 
in this life are “ innocent, holy, and love God per 
feetly. They love him with all their powers, and 
they serve him with all their strength. They love 
their neighbours as themselves.” This is the Doc- 
tor's criterion, by which he judges of a man 
whether he is to be saved or damned! The Dr 
would palm himself upon his admirers for a perject 
holy man, who loves his neighbour as himselt! As 
one who has not the “ smallest irregularity of pas 
sions,” &c. And in this very page, brands with 
the appellation of swine, those whe differ from hin 
in sentiment; and, in his sermon, without cow- 
punction, consigus his neighbour, whom he is 
bound to love as himself, to interminable wreich- 
edness! Alas! for poor human nature. How im 
perfect art thou, even when dignified with titles 
and exalted, in pharisaic strains, to more thaa s- 
gelic holiness and purity ? 

Reader, this Reverend Doctor pretends to be 
“ restored to the image of God,” in his own per- 
son! Christ's disciples were more humble ; and 
we add, too, more honest. They acknowledged 
their imperfections: professed their belief iu 
Christ, as the Saviour of all men ; and confessed, 
that “in manythings they offended all.” So far from 
declaring that they had attained to perfection in all 
things, they declared that the “ Spirit helped their 
infirmities.” Paul confessed that he “ had a law is 
his members warring against the law of bis mind, 





and bringing him into captivity to the law of sin,” 
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ke. Peter declared, “ God hath shewed me that 


| should not call any man common nor unclean.” 
Paul advised his brethren, “not to think mere 
highly than they ought to think ; but to think so- 


herly.” Judging our neighbours, and condemning 
them to endless wretchedness, is a strange evi- 
dence of loring them. 

Reader, we appeal to you: If you lored your 
neighbour as yourself, would not you suffer as 
mach, if you believed your neighbour would be 
oydiessiy mi,-rable, as you would suffer if you 
be lieved yourself would ve endlessly miserable ? 
(nd what greater evidence of hellish cruelty and 
haired can any man give, than to consign, without 
compunction, his neighbour to interminable 
wretebedness ? We unbesitatingly declare, that 
the Devil, if he were ten million of times worse 
than the most enthusiastic imagination ever con- 
ceived him, could not manifest a more un- 
feeling and diabolical spirit! “If a man say, I 
jove God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar. For 
he that loveth not his brother, whom he hath seen, 
how can he love God, whom he hath not seen ? 
And this commandment have we from Him, that 
he who loveth God, love his brother also.” 1 Jobn 
iv. 20, 21. 

Conclusion. Doctors of Divinity may be a ne- 
cessary appendage to the present order of things ; 
their dogmas are the hinges on which all their 
consequence turns; but, Heaven be praised, 
Truth Divine is dawning ;—the mental horizon, 
which has been obscured with the mists of error, 
is clearing up! Rays, from the Sun of Righteous- 
ness, beaming Divine effulgence, are rousing, 
from the sleep of death-like ignorance and super- 
‘ition, thousands ; whose minds, wakened into 
meridian vigour, will sweep, with the besom of 
destruction, the “ refuge of lies.” Ep. 

—[<——— 
JUSTICE. 

Believers in endless misery are requested to ex- 
amine the following. You, who talk so much about 
the justice of God, and the demands of His lav, 
read and answer, to our interrogatories, and sup- 
port your cruel, absurd, and impious, hypothesis. 

Rom. iii. 21—24. “ But now the righteousness of 
God without the law is manifested, being witnes- 
sed by the law and the prophets: even the right- 
cousness Of God by faith of Jesus Christ untu act, 
ind upon all them that believe ; for there is no dif- 
ference: for atu have sinned, and come short of 
the glory of God ; being justified — by his grace 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” 

The original word rendered righteousness, is 
Aixacoowy. Definition. “ Justitia. Justice, right- 
‘ousness, upright dealing, impartiality, clemency, 
mercy. The method of justice. Equitas. Equity, 
quality, evenness of temper, justice, kindness, rea- 
wnableness.”” The words rendered just, justifier, 
justified, &-c. in the above passage, (and chap.) are 
derived from the same roo/. The concession of Dr. 
Covel is a concise, but complete, definition of the 
word justified. Namely—*“ God loves the sinner 

as though he never offended. By forgiveness of sin 
is meaut justification.” Talk you of mercy, good- 
ness, &c.? you are immediately told,—“ God is 
Jest as well as merciful!” As though justice and 
mercy were two things. Can our opponents prove 
‘hat the law consigns to endless wretchedness all 
who violate its commands? No! But if they could, 
we would say, “The righteousness (the mercy, 
clemency, justice, and kindness, yea, even the 
method of justice,) of God without the law is man- 
“ested,” &e. Will our opponents contend that 
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His sight.” Let our opponents bring this subject 
home to their “ own business and ms.” Sup- 
pose you had trespassed against your neighbour, 
and your neighbour told you, that he forgave you 
the trespass, justified you, that is, imputed no er- 
ror to you, and “ loved you as though you never 
offended ;” and, in process of time, wreaks his 
vengeance upon you to the utmost ; treating you 
as a cruel enemy, instead of a friend ; would you, 
under such circumstances, call him aw honest 
man, a just man? Or would you not call him an 
unjust man, and a hypocrite ? How dare you ac- 
cuse your Maker of an intention and conduct, 
which you would condemn in your neighbour ? 

Now look at the stale old saying which is ban- 
dyed about the world—“ A God, all mercy, is a 
God unjust.” Our Ged, is a God all mercy ; and 
a just God. Psa. Ixxxv. 10, “ Mercy and truth are 
met together; righteousness and peace have kissed 
each other.” 

Reader, the Arminian'’s god, who would save, 
but cannol, is impotent and inefficient. The Cal- 
vinist's god, who can save, but will not, is potent 
and cruel. But the God whose mercy endureth for 
ever, and who has both power, wisdom, and good- 
ness, to save, is worthy of the praise, confidence, 
and adoration of all mankind. 

—>>— 


A HINT TO ARMINIANS. 

Arminians contend that salvation is conditional 
They concede that faith and works merit nothing 
That it is impossible for any man to do any thing 
which will merit salvation. But, for all this, salva- 
tion is conditional. Reader, if you are an Armin- 
ian, please to answer—What is the condition ? Is 
it works? If so, recollect, the condition has no 
merit. Is it faith? You have admitted that, even 
this, much as you say depends upon it, if posses- 
sed, has no merit, Consequently, you predicate the 
endless well-being of the soul of man upon the 
ssession of a something, which is of so little mer- 
it, in itself considered, that it cannot be said, even 
by its admirers, to be of any value! You say, “God 
has done //is part, let man do his.” According to 
your creed, God's part will effect nothing, unless 
man’s part, which has no merit, is put into the ac- 
count. Will you say that God's part has no merii? 
And, if you concede that God's part has merit, will 
you make it inefficient and nugatory, unless cou- 
pled with that, which, on your own confession, is 
good for nothing ? How can the salvation of the 
soul of man, which you concede is of infinile ral- 
ue, depend upon the condition of possessing that 
which isof no merit, no value, and good for no- 
thing? ‘Try your principle, and reduce it to prac- 
tice. You have a valuable house. You will confer 
it upon your neighbour, on conditions. Your neigh- 
bour says, I want the house: I will give you s 
something for the house, but it has no merit; it is 
of no value ; and, to be honest with you, it is good 
for nothing ! If your neighbour told the truth, de- 
pend upon it, you would not give him a deed of 
your house, and mention, as the consideration, 
that you received something, which was good for 
nothing ! , 

Again. We ask, Whatis the conprrion ? 

o—it is—faith. Bevizeve,—and you shall be 
savep. Faith is the condition. 

Has the unbeliever faith? 

O,—no! 

Then the condition is a something which the 
unbeliever does not possess! The condition might 
as well be offered to a blind man:—If you will 
SEE, you shall be seved. “ Faith,” so our Bible 
says, “is the gift of God.” Now for your house 





WORKS are necessary? If so, we answer, “ By the 
deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in 


again. Your neighbour has not the article which 
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you demand as the condition, on which, alone,| 
ou will confer your house. You give your neigh- 
the article, (you make the conditiwn,) and 
then, you give him your house! How should you 
like to practise as you ach? Believe me, if 
your dollars were to be the test of your doctrine, 
and forfeited by the application of your logic, you 
would soon come to your senses, and be as can- 
did and honest in your religious distinctions, as 
when your money is the all important consider- 
ation. Show dollars, and men can talk plain En- 
glish. This subject (MONEY) is too momentous 
to be trifled with! But, when souls are the subject 
for consideration, many people talk, as children 
dispute about their rattles. 


2 
PROGRESS OF TRUTH. 


The friends of Truth will be pleased to hear 
that a “ Socrety For THE INvEsTIGATION OF Gos- 
pre. Truts,” was organized at New-Haven, some 
months since, and that its numbers are increasing 
under flattering prospects. ‘The officers of this So- 
ciety, are Henry C. Frace, Esq. Pres. Joun 
C. Gray Sec. Wm. Peckmam Treas. A Commit- 
Tex, &c. 

It wouid tend much to the dissemination of cor- 
rect principles of Theology, and have a happy ef- 
fect in advancing the cause of Truth where murky 
error now steeps the souls of thousands in sadness, 
and shrouds faturity in terrific gloom, if Societies 
were formed in every city and town ; particularly, 
where the friends of Truth are too few to form 
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congregations and regularly hear the preaching of | _ 


the word of Him, who giveth life to sin-beguiled 
man. 

We wish them God-speed. “They that be wise 
shall shine as the brightness of the firmament ; 
and they that turn many to righteousness as the 
stars for ever and ever.” 

— 
Selected. 
FREE INQUIRY. 

“ Free and unbiassed — is the glory of hu- 
man nature. To be a Heathen, a Jew, or a Chris- 
tian, because our fathers were so, is unbecoming 
any reasonable creature, arrived at years of under- 
standing. That man is of no religion, whose 
fession is not from conviction ; and there can be no 
conviction but from inquiry. He who nds his 
faith from the authority of others, and then studies | 
only for confirmation, seeks not truth by the light | 
of truth, and is therefore ever liable to embrace | 
falsehood ; and should he'be so very fortunate as 
to embrace truth, in him it is no virtue.” 


i — 


“ The soul of the wicked desireth Evit: his neigh- 
bour findeth no favour in his eyes.” Prov. xxi. 10 


Who are they, who wax wrath at the idea of 
their neighbour's happiness? Who are they, that 
“desire evil,” and rejoice in view of the endless 
misery of millions? Who are they, in whose eyes 
their neighbour, whom they are bound to Jove as 
themselves, findeth no favour? Verily, I say un- 
to you, They are believers in endless misery, who 
desire evil, aud despise the salvation of God! 


i 
TRUTH AND ERROR. 
“ The Lord is ious and full of compassion ; 
slow to anger, and of great mercy. The Lord is 
to all; and His tender mercies are over ail 
is works. The Lord upholdeth aii that fall, and 
raiseth up ali that be bowed down.” Scriprurg. 








L HERALD. 


“ God will save a part. The non-el 
endlessly miserable. God hates s 
torment them world without end.’ 
kins, Arminius, &c. 

— 
Selected. 


HYMN 


Supreme, eternal, uncreated mind, 

Lord of the world, and Parent o* mankind 

Thou Ged of power, of wisdom, and of one 
Each perfect gift descends from thee above 


: ect shalj ve 
ianers, and wii 
Calvin, Hop 


Thine is the sun, and thine the fruitful show, 
The verdant herbage and the fragrant flowe, 
The ripened grain, the heart-rejoicing vine. 
The cooling stream, the mighty deep, are thin, 


For all thy glorious works we bless thy name 
Bat most tor sacred wisdom’s heavenly fla 
That power which guides us on our earthly was 
And leads to regions of eternal day, ~ * 
This ray celestial, energy divine, 

We dare not toa narrow sect confine 
We bless thy name for what the Grecian ta, 
We bless thee for the law that Muses brougy: 
But more for Jesus, messenger of grace, 1 
The brightest image of the Father's face, 


His gracious words support the drooping sou! 
The raging passions of the heart contro! 
And, when on scenes below we close the eye. 
Unfold the joys of immortality. 2 


ight 


—<—— 
PSALM CXVIL. 


O Praise the Logo, all ye nations : praise Hin 
all ye people. For His merciful kindness js grey: 
toward us: and he truth of the Lorp endure! 
forever. Praise ye the Lorn. 


CALVIN, HOPKINS, ARMINIUS. 


O Dread the Lord, all ye nations: tremble al} y 
people. For His wrath and vengeance is great {0 
ward you: and His anger will endure for ever 
Dread ye the Lord! 


i 


To age ag A very lengthy communica. 
tion, the subject, Missionaries, &c. is received 
from An Impartialist. We published an extensiy 
communication from him, on this subject, some 
months since, which renders the insertion of thi 
unnecessary. It would appear to the reader a +: 

ition of his former sentiments. Presuming thet 

mpartialist's ability is equal to his zeal, we re- 
cominend the printing it ina pamphlet form, aud 
circulating it where the G. H., which already con- 
tains his sentiments on this head, is unknown 
There is another consideration. A communication 
en the same subject is received, and the reader 
will not consider it a repetition. 

a 


All ees nee forwarded by Mail, for publication iv 'bs 
Paper, must be post paid. City Correspoodentsare iniormed, !bs! 
a Letter-hox is statioued at seo emmgunel of the Printing Utlice, Ne 
70 Bowery, for the reception of their Communications 
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First Volume of the G.H. bound or otherwise, wsy 
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